EDITOR'S NOTE

THE subscribers' edition of Seven Pillars of
Wisdom contains no Chapter XI, for the original
first chapter had been omitted in the course of
proof correction5 and renumbering proceeded only
as far as the next ten. The omitted chapter
was suppressed at that time on the advice of
Mr Bernard Shaw, and for political reasons has
not since been published, apart from a couple of
paragraphs quoted from the "Oxford" unrevised
text, which reproduces the manuscript (David
Garnett, Letters of T. E. Lawrence^ p. 262).

The present version is that found among the
proof sheets of the subscribers' edition.

The author *s views on Mesopotamia are
perhaps coloured by post-War developments.
The objectives intended to be secured by the
expeditionary force were more complex and less
sordid than is commonly believed.

The country's value as a source of food was
then overrated, but usable oil had not yet been
produced in Iraq and none could have been
exported because of difficulties of transport;
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